






Mansion House No. not determined
Private

Panama Dec 1st 1850
 
Dear William,
 
Thus far on my homeward journey, which has been as pleasant as I could possibly desire – I 
assure you my dear brother I often, very often, think of your kindness to me and mine.  I hope 
the day may come when I shall be able to repay both you and Agnes.  I have but a few minutes 
to write and must hurry on –

I wish you would write me as soon as you can determine when you shall leave for home, you 
will be able [to] go this year as well as any other time if you only think so.  And when you come I 
would do so for good or at any rate not bring Agnes out again; if you decide to leave me in 
charge, write me as soon after rec’t (?) of this as may be the next mail if possible – I will then 
arrange to come out again immediately and be there before you leave to conclude all matters.  

I think it will be much better for us both, as long as you live in California you will always be 
subject to very heavy expenses – I can live there comparatively cheap; there is no need of us 
both being there, how much better that I should remain a few years and forward your money to 
be invested by some shrewd man, for instance Mr. Perkins; you can doubtless find some place 
in which you can live pleasantly – and after a little time you can no doubt lay up at least two 
thirds of your income in the United States at the same time living like a prince.  I write all this as 
suggestions, knowing you will receive all I say as it is meant, not looking upon it as a 
presumption in me as a younger brother giving advice to an elder.  You know I feel as much 
interested in your concerns as my own and feel some pride that the Howards turn out as well at 
least as the Mellus family – we shall at least have one qualification that we did not get our 
money by screwing it out of other people.  

One thing you told me you should do, which I hope you will not viz to turn into the concern of 
Howard and Green the money you may collect on a/c of those old debts at the leeward (?) -   
you have been liberal enough with Green without imposing on yourself any further; as fast as 
you can receive (?) it, better remit it to Boston.  Have it invested for Agnes and Willie.
            
Write me how you intend to leave the house so that I may be prepared in case Charlotte goes 
out with me, which I suppose she will – certainly if you leave and I take your place I wish to 
make as little outlay as possible at the start and I wish you would write me in full in regard to this 
matter -  that even if I take the house I know exactly what furniture to send – My best love to 
Agnes and don’t let little Willie forget me – I have written in great haste and haven’t time to 
review
 
            Truly and affectionately,
 
                                    Yours,
 
                                    George

Transcript of a letter from George Howard (Agnes’ second husband) to his older brother W.D.M. Howard, 
1850. Some punctuation and paragraph breaks have been added to aid in readability.


