
Grand Hotel Terminus
 108 Rue St. Lazare, Paris

 
Saturday April 6, 1935
 
Dear Nettie and Henry,
 
 Yours of yesterday just received.  Thanks. I hope the “cure” at Vichy does you both good.  Be 
sure to leave your present hotel as soon as your “pet” hotel opens.  It is very easy to do.  

As to myself:  the lumbago is about same.  Now I have a throat affection and am using gargles.  My teeth 
and gums are very much better. I have been to see Dr. de Martel about an operation and price.  He was 
very nice and kind when I told him my financial condition.  The result is that he will operate the principal 
“hernia” on the left side for 3000 francs; and the clinique is his own:  the price there is but 55 francs a day 
everything included.  With assistants and operating room the cost will be between 1600 and 1800 francs.  
I am told I should remain there on my back for 20 days.  Then as to the small “hernia “ on my right side 
that can not, so says de Martel be operated before 3 to 4 months later.  It is very complicated.  

I should be compelled after the big operation to return to California and stay there say six months and 
come back here to have the small operation.  I do not want anyone but de Martel to do it.  Everyone says 
he is marvelous.  I do not know whether I shall consult Beusaude (sp?) or not.  All these visits cost so 
much.  I have been under big expense this year over here with doctors dentists and “bandagists” and 
hospital and nurses.  In consequence my letter of credit has been sadly dwindling.  I must reserve enough 
to get back to S.F.   I shall cable the Bank of America that this operation is obligatory and that they must 
send me the money at once.  In a few days I think I shall go to Aix and there put myself in the hands of Dr. 
Paul and also one of the good dentists of Aix or Chambery.  It seems I can have no “new” teeth until my 
gums heal up absolutely.
           
 With best love to you and Henry, very aff.  
  George and Papa

P.S.  Dr. de Martel says I can not be operated on under any circumstances until my gums are normal.  We 
figure that will be about the first of May.  G.

Transcript of a letter from George H. Howard (the architect) to his wife, Antoinette, and son, Henry.  Some 
punctuation and paragraph breaks have been added to aid in readability.


